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Hazime Tanaka*: Pollination of three species belonging to 

Cephalanthera 
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1. V Cephalanthera falcata (g 1) |||^ 5^6 JJ 0 2 g% 



Fig. 1. Cephalanthera falcata. A. Labellum and column. X 2.6. B. Top of column. 

X 6.6. C. A pair of pollinia attached to a pincette. X 6.6. a. anther. 1. labellum. m. 
upper margin of stigma covering stigmatic mucilage, p. pollinium. s. stigma, pi. pincette. 
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Fig. 2. Cephalanthera erecta. A. Labellum and column, x 6.6. B. Top of the column, 
when self-pollinated. X 13. C. Pollinium attached to a pincette. X 13. a. anther. 1. 
labellum. p, pollinium. s. stigma, pi. pincette. 
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3. Cephalanthera longibracteata (|§J 3) ~^\t^yyy 



Fig. 3. Cephalanthera longibracteata. A. Labellum and column. X 3.3. B. Top of the 
column, when selfed. Xl3. C. A pair of pollinia attached to a pincette. Xl3. a, anther. 

1, labellum. p, pollinium. s, stigma, pi, pincette. 
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jC j§£ Knuth, Handbook of Flower pollination 3: 409 (1909). 
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I have studied on pollination of the following three species of Cephalanthera 
(Orchidaceae) at the suburbs of Funabashi city of Chiba Prefecture in Japan. 
C. falcata Lindl: Though I have not met with any pollination scene this 
species seems to be only pollinated by insect, judging from the following ex¬ 
periment. When I smeared outward the column with a pincette, the stigmatic 
mucilage adhered partly to it, then the tips of pincette which became viscid 
came in contact immediately with pollinia. Thus pollinia were removed easily 
from the anther. Automatic self-pollination is not expectable. C. erecta Lindl. 
and C. longibracteata Blume: The pollinia of both species come in contact 
with upper margin of the stigma situated below them, so that automatic self- 
pollination may take place. By the way in C. erecta I found some flowers 
probably already visited by insects. 
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